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 GREG JARRATT 
THE VALUE OF A HERD METABOLIC 
CHECK THIS SPRING
From an animal health perspective, right now is a critical time on farm. 

80% of your financial losses due 
to disease occur in the first month 
following calving.

Two major culprits causing these 
frustrating losses are gateway 
diseases – Milk Fever and Ketosis. 
The reason they are called gateway 
diseases, is because when present 
they significantly increase the 
chance of many other problems 
(Mastitis, Metritis, gut displacement, 
anoestrus and reproductive failure).

While you may be thinking there is 
not much clinical evidence of these 
on your farm currently, the fact 
remains that the subclinical forms 
of these two diseases are still far too 
common. In a recent presentation 
data presented showed as many 
as 40% of NZ cows suffering 
Subclinical Milk Fever post calving.

This season has once again been 
unique, with an overabundance 
of pasture through early spring. 
The composition of this pasture 
has been unusual due to very high 
Crude Protein levels. Managing the 
effect of this on some farms has 
been a challenge with increased 
cases of Milk Fever and Ketosis.

One way of ensuring the herd is 
firing on all cylinders is to perform 
an early lactation Metabolic Check 
on cows where up to 10 cows 4-5 
days into lactation can be tested for 
BOH (Ketones) and Serum Calcium. 

If abnormal, appropriate 
management tweaks can be made 
to rectify the situation.

Call the clinic today to book your 
herd Metabolic Check 

26 TAINUI STREET MATAMATA (07) 888 8197 MATAMATAVETS.CO.NZ

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Repro Ready Consults

• At-risk cow checks

• Early metrichecking

• Bulk milk BVD testing

• Calf dehorning

• BTSCC alerts

aMerican 
Mineral 
Madness  
Month
Purchase any 
Zinpro Mineral 
product and 
receive 10% off* 
PLUS go into the 
draw to win a 

Weber Baby Q!

Now that's a sweet 
deal y'all!

*OFFER AVAILABLE 19.08.19–20.09.19 
Ts & Cs APPLY. SEE IN-STORE FOR DETAILS
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Ensure your herd is firing on all cylinders this Spring



26 TAINUI STREET MATAMATA (07) 888 8197 MATAMATAVETS.CO.NZ

  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   July 2019 35kg DM/day 102mm 9°C 2456kg DM 203,000

  July 2018 22kg DM/day 120mm 8°C 2066kg DM 203,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 RHONA FRASER

NEW ANIMAL 
WELFARE LAW 
CHANGE
On 1st October 2019 new 
Animal Welfare regulations 
come into effect which 
state it will be mandatory 
to provide animals that are 
being disbudded with an 
appropriately placed and 
effective local anaesthetic 
block.
To help you comply with this 
law change we can offer two 
options:

1 We provide a service where 
all calves receive local 
anaesthetic with or without 
anti-inflammatory injection 
and sedation as preferred.

2 An annual assessment 
on farm to allow you to 
place local anaesthetic and 
disbud your own calves by 
yourself. 

 GRANT FRASER

TREAT DIRTY COWS EARLY TO 
MAXIMISE YOUR PREGNANCY RATES
Metrichecking cows prior to mating is a well-established practice across 
the country, but in the last 3 years we have seen a change in the timing of 
Metrichecking and with it, a lift in its effectiveness.

By more effectively treating dirty 
(endometritis) cows sooner, we give 
those cows more time to recover 
prior to the start of mating and 
proactively reduce non-cycler 
numbers in the herd.

Key points are: 
• Treating a dirty cow improves the 

6-week In-Calf Rate (ICR) of the 
dirty cows by 10-15%

•  Only a third of dirty cows were 
found in ‘at-risk cows’

•  Treating cows 8 days to 3 weeks 
post calving ensures cows have 
the best possible chance of being 
detected if dirty. It also gives us 
the opportunity to get these cows 
cycling again as soon as possible

• Very few dirty cows truly self 
cure with time. They just get 
harder to detect.

There are 3 approaches to 
metrichecking that we have found 
to be effective:

1 Gold Standard: Fortnightly 
metrichecking of cows calved at 
least 8 days ensures cows receive 
treatment ASAP. Ideally requires 
drafting facilities to be efficient. 

2 Silver Standard: Two strategically 
placed checks which should see 
90% of cows checked close to 
the ideal timing and minimal to 
no drafting required. Start with 
identifying cows in the first 2-3 
weeks of calving and metricheck 
them 8-10 days later. Then check 
the late calvers 3-4 weeks prior to 
the start of mating.

3 Whole Herd Metricheck: If done 
3 weeks before PSM, most cows 
should be calved and should get 
a chance to cure before too far 
into mating. This method has a 
much higher risk of either not 
identifying dirty cows or giving 
them insufficient time to recover 
prior to PSM.

Call us today to arrange a Free 

Repro Ready Consult.

MVS offers a tailored approach to 
dehorning. Call us to discuss the best 
option for your farming system.

Finding dirty cows  
early is profitable


